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architectural context
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design approach
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office + Retail | Warren avenue PERSPECTIVE
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office + Retail | Warren Avenue PERSPECTIVE
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OFFICE + retail | GROUND LEVEL PLAN
scale: 1/16” = 1’-0”
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design characteristics
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roofing characteristics

Image from the Historic design guidelines
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roofing characteristics
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window & Trim characteristics
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window characteristics

proposed window fenestration and window trim details
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Authentic Divided Lite (ADL)

4 OVER 4 Divided Lite WINDOW PATTERN ALTERNATE: Simulated Divided Lite with 
Spacer Bar (SDLS)

window characteristics
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siding & cladding characteristics
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horizontal siding characteristics
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vertical batten siding characteristics
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porch characteristics
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Stone cladding characteristics

42       Town of Washington Historic District Design Guidelines      As Amended 02-13-2012, Existing Roof Guidelines, No. 14-15

Chapter 4 DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR THE WASHINGTON HISTORIC DISTRICT - ALTERATIONS

More Brick Patterns

Staggered Flemish Bond                                                  Seven-course American or Common Bond                      Stretcher-course Bond

The circa 1850 Treasurer’s Office in the courthouse complex is distinguished with a staggered Flemish bond 
brick pattern on its facade which is typically found in the Shenandoah Valley counties of Rockingham and Page. 
Its side and rear elevations have a seven-course American bond pattern. Avery Faulkner gave the 1978 rear 
additions to the Treasurer’s Office and the adjacent 1833 Clerk’s Office a seven-course American bond pattern. 
Shown in the center picture above, the bricks were gouged and indented to further illustrate the new wings from 
the main block. Also called common bond, American bond has either three, five, six, seven, or eight courses of 
stretchers between single rows of headers. The use of American bond began in the late eighteenth century, but 
the pattern was infrequent until circa 1820 locally. Demonstrated on the 1999 back addition to the nearby
Washington Baptist Church, the stretcher-course brick pattern emerged in America in the mid-nineteenth 
century. After World War II, brick stretchers were laid in front of a cinder-block wall, a veneering technique. In 
current mass production times, reinforced, formed concrete walls have replaced cinder block in the brick veneer 
process.

Early American stonemasons cut, drilled, chiseled, and dressed stone by hand, leaving visible tool marks. Rock 
has always been plentiful in the Piedmont and could be quarried on properties out in the county and hauled into 
town. Sandstone, Bull Run sandstone, slate, granite, quartz, and fieldstone comprise the various kinds seen in 
the Historic District. Stone provides structural soundness, color, and texture and may be coursed, un-coursed in 
a random rubble design, and dressed in ashlar blocks.

Mortar is an important component of a stone or brick masonry wall in consistency and color. Although fired 
strong and enduring hundreds of years, early handmade bricks can be relatively porous and are not as rigid as 
those made since the addition of Portland cement after circa 1900 locally. Traditionally called common mortar, 
recipes for masonry were typically softer and elastic up to the twentieth century and composed of a three-to-one 
formula containing three-parts sand to one-part lime or one-part clay, two parts sand and one part lime. Lime 
was sometimes made from burning pulverized oyster shells. Crushed brick was sometimes inserted to enhance 
the clay consistency of the mortar. In addition to its bonding purpose, early stonemasons and bricklayers 
recognized that mortar served as a flexible cushion that allowed movement relative to each form. Their masonry

32       Town of Washington Historic District Design Guidelines      As Amended 02-13-2012, Existing Roof Guidelines, No. 14-15

Chapter 2                                                                                               Recognizing Characteristics of the Styles

The Washington Historic District has two distinguished Tudor Revival-style houses. 

Tudor Revival-style T. C. Lea House situated at 540 Mount Salem Avenue.
Massive exterior-front stone chimney
with terracotta chimney pots.

Side-gabled with prominent steeply-
pitched cross gable containing broad 
archway to recessed porch.  Arched 
diamond-pane window in gable. The 
eave returns are a vernacular feature. 

Paired, diamond-pane wood casement 
windows.

Three-over-one, double-hung-sash, 
wood windows flank the chimney.

The stone Lea House has stuccoed 
gables above stone on the side 
elevations and rear ell, demonstrating 
the characteristic of multiple natural 
cladding materials.

The Lewis Turner House on Mount Salem is a brick and weatherboard example.
Tall corbeled brick exterior front and   
exterior-end chimneys.

Steep gable with weatherboarding as 
the second story is clad for distinction.

The three multi-light, second-story 
steel casement windows have a built-in  
transom above.

Slighter vernacular eave return.

Slate-shingled pent porch roof 
matching primary roof cover.

Medieval board-and-batten door with 
9-pane rectangular window, strap 
hinges, and a stone surround with a  
narrow steel casement window on the 
side.

Hidden behind the tall boxwood are two characteristic archways to the side porch at left of the exterior-front 
chimney.
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LANDSCAPE plan 
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  M I C H A E L  V E R G A S O N  L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T S

3

Oakleaf Hydrangea 
Hydrangea quercifolia 

Carolina Allspice
Calycanthus  floridus

Summersweet
Clethra alnifolia 

SHRUBS

PERENNIALS AND GROUNDCOVER

Blazing Star 
L. spicata ‘Alba’

Purple Coneflower
Echinacea purpurea

Feather Reed Grass
Calamagrostis x acutiflora

Little Bluestem
Schizachyrium scoparium

Berkley Sedge
Carex divulsa

Rosy Sedge 
Carex rosea

Packera 
Packera obovata

Soft Rush
Juncus effusus

Northern Sea Oats
Chasmanthium latifolium

Autumn Moor Grass
Sesleria autumnalis

Prairie Dropseed
Sporobolus heterolepis

Virginia Willow 
Itea virginicus

Inkberry Holly
Ilex glabra

Gro-Low Fragrant Sumac
Rhus aromatica

Sweetbay Magnolia
Magnolia virginiana

American Yellowwood
Cladrastis kentuckea

London Plane Tree
Platanus x acerfolia

NOTE - Images are representative of plant characteristics, final species selection depends on nursery availabilty .

Willow Oak
Quercus phellos

Pond Cypress
Taxodium ascendens 

Characteristic Plants

TREES

LANDSCAPE characteristics
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